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| ECCLES. XII. PS- 
Remember now thy Creator m the 
days of thy youth —. 


is now a year ago ſince I gave you a 
diſcourſe on the laſt verſe die the of the 
1 lags chapter, when ſome notice was 
taken of the general deſign of this book, and 4 
a a more particular account was given of ſeve- 4 
ral verſes toward the cloſe of that chapter, as | 
falling in with that Deſign. And in hopes 
that it may, by the bleſſing of God, anſwer 
ſome valuable ends to lead your thoughts on to 
the paffage now read, I have fixed upon it for 
the ſubject of our preſent meditations. 


Theſe words may be conſidered as an appli- 
cation of the preceding diſcourſe about the 
_ vanity of all things in this world, and of 
young minds in their regards to it. It is a 
very deceiving world in the preſent ſtate of 
things; and young people are very apt to 
deceive themſelves in their purſuits after it, 
in their expectations from it, and in their in- 
dulgencies of themſelves in it. As a remedy 
againſt this epidemical and dangerous diſ- 
eaſe, the wiſe man man calls upon them to 
remember now their creator in the days of tbeir 


youth. 15 
A 2 In 


(4) 
In theſe words we have, 


1. A diſtinguiſhing appellation of God. 
Thy creator. 


This is a title that belongs to none but the 
only true God; i is deſcriptive of him, and 
diſtinguiſhes him from all creatures, and from 
of ods, which indeed are no gods 3 
Jer. x. 11. for the oh that have 1 
lj be eartb, even t all periſh from the eai 
and from under 2 Ti the true 
and living God that created us. He original- 
ly formed us, and all things elſe out of no- 
thing by the word of his power. He now 
gives us our ſeveral beings in the —— 
courſe of nature; and in an immediate man- 
Num. ner is the God of the Spirits of all fi, and 
Hb 1 the. father of our ſpirits : Hence Solomon, 
9. ſpeaking of death a little after our text, lays, 
Eccl. ad. j. Then ſhall the duſt return to the earth as it 
: was: and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God who 
Pl, c. 2. gave it. He made us, and not we our ſelves ; 
and he is our only Creator, none concurred 
Mal ii. 10. With him in that work: Have we not all one 
father? hath not one God created us? The 
God that created us is but one ; and yet it is 
a common obſervation of the learned, that 
the hebrew word uſed in our text is in the 
plural number, #by Creators, to intimate that 
- the creating God includes more perſons than 
2 xxxV- one. In like manner it is ſaid, Whereis God my 


makers: Tue ſame fort of phraſeology is * 


8 
in ſeveral other places *. The Godhead is one, 
but the Perſons in the Godhead are more 
than one: They in a ſort of common confult 
for joint operation, ſaid, Let us make man; Gen. i. 26. 
and Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are ſpoken 

of as the makers of man, and of all created 
| beings. Of the Father it is ſaid, T hou haſt Rev. iv. 
created all things, and for thy pleaſure they ri. 

are, and were created: Of the Son it is ſaid, 

Thou Lord in the beginning haſt laid the foun- Heb. i. 10. 
das ion of the earth; and the heavens are the 

works of thine hands. And all things were Col. i. 16. 
created by him and for him. And of the job xxxiii. 
Holy Ghoſt, Elibu faid, The ſpirit of God 4 
hath made me. And he moved upon the face Gen. i. 2. 
of the waters in the firſt creation of all 

1 The Father created us by the Son, 
and the Father and Son by the Spirit: The 
creating power was common to them all, 
and this power was but one: Theſe were our 
Creators, and theſe are the one God that 
made us. We have, ns 


2. The duty enjoined with reference to 
God. Remember thy Creator. 


Let the thoughts of God be often in thy 
mind, that whoever you are a ſtranger to, 

you may not be a ſtranger unto him: Re- 
member him according to the various notices 


* Pfal. cxlix. 2. 1fa. xliv. 2. an liv. 5. And vid. Glaf 
Gram. Sacre P. 352397. 5 
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2 Rey 
he hath given you of himſelf by his works, 
or by his word, for all the great and hap 
N for which he hath made hin (lf 


Tis not barely remembring God, as the 
Creator; but remembring the true God, who 
is the Creator, and who juſt before had been 
ſpoken of under the character of a Judge, that 


Aom. xv. 4. Our text calls us to. And, as what was written 


ö was written for our learning, in a way 


cumſtances of our caſe: ſo we, who live under 
the advantages of a goſpel-revelation, ſhould 
look upon ſuch a paſſage as a call to us, to re- 
member God according to the diſcoveries he 
hath made of himſelf in that revelation; to 
remember him like chriſtians, and not darely 
like Fews ; and to remember him like per- 
ſons, that conſider him in the light of goſpel- 
revelation thro' Jeſus Chriſt as the God of all 
grace, and not only as the God of nature. 
We have, 5 
3. The time or ſeaſon adviſed to for the 
diſcharge of this duty. Now, in the days of 
thy youth. 


Perſons paſt their youth are not excluded 
from the duty : Now is the time, and it may 


at may be beſt accommodated to the cir | ; 


de the only time for it; be your age what it 


will, remember now thy Creator. But it is 
_ peculiarly enforced upon young people, þ wa 


* 


2 (7) 
they ſhould remember him in the morning of 
their life, in the flower of their days; re- 
member him now in the days of thy youth. 
From this explication of the words, we may 
take the following doctrinal propoſition for 
the ſubject of further diſcourſe, 


Doct. That it is the duty of all, and parti- 
cularly of young people, to remember God now, 

without delay, according to the diſcoveries be 
bath made of himſelf to us. 


In diſcourſing on this, we may, as God ſhall 


I. Enquire what it is to remember God, ac- 
cording to the diſcoveries be hath made of 
 bimſelf tous. ER. 


II. Enter into ſome confiderations, which our 
text and context may ſuggeſt, to enforce 
this remembrance of him now, and parti- 
cularly on young people. 


The laſt of theſe general heads will be 
all the application I ſhall make of the firſt. 


1. Enquire what it is to remember God, ac- 
— to the diſcoveries he hath made of 


There is a twofold remembrance ; one that 


zs merely hiftorical, and the other prafical : 
The firit of theſe is only a calling to mind 


ſome- 


Sy 


(8) 7 
| ſomething that we have formerly ſeen, heard 
of, known, or believed, without any im- 
provement of it, or reflection upon it to 


our own advantzge. Thus we remember 
many perſons and things, as occaſions offer, 
without any farther concern about them. 


Pf. bexviil In this manner 1ſrael remembred that God was 
35—37* their rock, and the high God their redeemer. 


Nevertheleſs, they did flatter him with therr 
mouths, and they lyed unto him with their 
' fongues. For their heart was not right with 


him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his covenant. 
And thus we may - remember many things, 
that we have known and heard of God, with. 
dut any real advantage by it. 


An hiftorical remembrance of God is in- 
cluded in our texr, but is not the chief thing 
intended by it ; for one may thus remember 
him to his own confuſion, and periſh in the 
remembrance with double 2ggravation : Such 


a remembrance the deyils and damned will 
have of him for ever in hell. But a practical 


remembrance of him is principally intended 
in this, and other places of ſcripture that 


ſpeak of remembring him, or the things that 


relate unto him : And this remembrance is 


ſuch a calling of him to mind as affects the 


heart; and it is attended with ſuch ſerious 


reflections, and ſuch lively impreſſions, as 


have a good influence upon us, ſuitable to 
the knowledge he has given us of himſelf, 
ſuitable to the preſent thoughts of our fouls 


about 


TE ai as at oo9 Aa A WW, 


— 


| (9) 
IE him with reference to ourſelves, and 
ſuitable to the nature of the things that are 
called to remembrance concerning im. Such 
a remembrance Peter had of Chriſt, and of 
what he had ſaid, when he went out, and Mat. xxvi, 
wept bitterly. 25 


This remembrance, when it has God or 
Chriſt for its object, is ſometimes put for the 
whole of religion. As when the pſalmiſt 
ſays of Chriſt, I will make thy name to be re- Pl. xly, 


membred in all generations ; and the church“ 
ſays of God, 


Iſa, xxyi, 
he defire of cur ſoul is to thy | 
name, and to the remembrance of thee. But 
to be a little more particular, a remembrance 


of God takes in, among others, che follow- 


ing things. 


in remembrance of the things we know. With- 


1. Ir includes a knowledge of G od, and ef 
bis mind and will in his word. 


Thus the apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of putting ug 2 Pete i. 


out ſome knowledge of God, our minds 


cannot reflect upon him ; an unknown ob- 
ject, as far as it is a e can't come into 
our remembrance. And without an ac- 
quaintance with God in thoſe revelations that 


moſt nearly relate to himſelf and to us, we 


cannot remember him to our own ſouls ad- 
vantage. In order to this remembrance of 
him, we muſt know ſomething of his great- 
neſs and his goodneſs, of his holineſs and 

B | 


juſtice, 


John xvii, tious to us thro him, is no leſs than fe eter- 
3. | 


(wo) 
juſtice, of his wiſdom and power, of his right 
to us and dominion over us, as our Creator 
and Lord of all ; of our obligations to him, 
and revolt from him ; of his infinite ſufficien- 
cy to ſupply all our wants; and of his near- 
neſs to us, to uphold and influence, guide 
and govern us, to obſerve us with approba- 
tion or reſentment, and to fave or deſtroy us. 
We muſt know ſomething of God as he has 
revealed himſelf in the oeconomy of ſalvation, 
relating to the gracious purpoſes and provi- 
ſions of the Father, the redemption of the 


Son, and the application of 'the Spirit. We | 
muſt know ſomething of the counſels of God's 


wiſdom and method of his grace, as to the 


way wherein we may hope to be reſtored to 
his favour and image, to be accepted of him, | 


to glorify him, and to be brought to all bleſſed- 
neſs in a conformity to him and enjoyment of 


him. In a word, we can't remember God a- 


right, to ſaving purpoſes, unleſs we know him in 
Chriſt, or according to the gracious diſcove- 
ries he hath made of himſelf thro' him by the 
goſpel, and by his ipirit in our hearts accord- 
ing to that goſpel. 


To know him as an abſolute God, with- 
out a mediator, will be our endleſs confu- 


fion ; for in that conſideration of him he is 
_ a conſuming fire to finners. But to know him 


in Chrift, as appeaſed and fatisfied by his 
blood and righteouſneſs, and rendered propi- 


nal, 


5 © + bs 
nal. Here we ſee all the perfections of God, 
in their unclouded and exalted, harmonious 
and inviting beauties, looking with a favoura- 
ble aſpe& towards us; here we ſee how his juſ- 
rice is ſatisfied, and the riches of his glorious 

are advanced, and how every other at- 
tribute ſhines with honour, in the ſalvation of 
every ſinner that comes to him thro the redee- 
mer. Here our fouls may remember him, and 
not be troubled at the thoughts of him ; here 
| we may converſe with him in peace, and may 
| behold his glory thro' an incarnate Saviour, 
in the light of his word and ſpirit, without 
{4 confuſion, and to the richeſt advantage: 
Hence fays the apoſtle, We all with open face » Cor. iii. 
| bebolging as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, - g IN 
| are changed into the ſame image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the ſpirit of the Lord. And, 
God who commanded the light to ſhine out o 
darkneſs, hath ſbined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Feſus Chriſt. 5 


This knowledge of God in Chriſt don't lie 
in empty notions, or bare ſpeculation, but in 
a heart-acquaintance with him: Accordingly 
he has promiſed to give his people an heart to Jer. xiv. 
know him. And the apoſtle, ſpeaking of 7: 
true believers, ſays, The ſon of God is come, 1 John v. 
and hath given us an underſtanding, that 10. 
ue may know bim that is true: and we are 
in bim that is true, even in his ſon TFeſus 
Chriſt. "Tis not enough to hear of Chriſt, 
B 2 and 


On IO 1 1ST & A 


tas Ad di. Ai. es. . 


9 
and to take up notions of God, and of 
the truths of the goſpel, with reſpect to the 
way of ſalvation thro him; but if thatknow- 
ledge is effectual, and our reflections upon it 
are advantageous to our own falvation, it muſt 

Eph. i. 18, reach our hearts. The eyes of our underſtand- 
13, 2% 4#ngs muſt be enlightned, that we may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of bis inheritance in the 


ſaints ; and what is the exceeding greatneſs of | 


his power to us-ward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power, which he 
wos ght in Chrift, when he raiſed him from 
the dead, &c. 


2. It includes frequent meditations on him. 
Thus it is uſed by the pſalmiſt, when he 
Pfal. Ixii, ſpeaks of remembering God upon his bed, and 
6. meditating on him in the nigbti-watc hes. God, 
and particularly God in Chriſt, according to 
the goſpel-revelation of him, is the center of 
our happineſs, and ſhou'd be the center of 
our thoughts and meditations ; thither they 
ſhou'd run upon all occaſions, and there they 
ſhou'd dwell with a fixed abode. We ſhou'd 
ſtudy his law and his goſpel, and often refle& 
upon the methods of his providence and grace. 
Wherever we are, and whatever we engage 
in, we ſhou'd remember that we are in the 
view and ſight of God, whoſe eye conſtantly 
_ obſerves all our thoughts and ways. 


In 


1 


In every duty we ſnou'd confider him as 
worthy of our beſt, as jealous for his own 
glory, as graciouſly ready to accept us and 

our ſervices in Chriſt, and as near at hand 
to obſerve, aſſiſt, and own us. In every temp- 
tation and affliction, . we ſhou'd think upon 
him, as ordering all things concerning us, 
as able and willing to ſuccour and relieve us, 
and to make them work together for our 
good. In all enjoyments of creature-com- 
forts, we ſhou'd confider him as the ori- 
ginal, bounteous benefactor, and remem- 
der that here is not our reſt, but that our 
only ſatisfying portion is in him. And in 
ä of life, we ſhou'd often 
think of him as our ſovereign and judge, 
as our guide and ſtrength, as the all- com- 
prehending good; and as our ultimate end, 
that we may be always ſafe and happy, and 
he in all things may be glorified thro his Son. 


rr ee ee 


Thus we ſhou'd ſet the Lord always be- Pal. xvi. 

fore us, and confider him as af our right 1 

Hand, that we may not be moved, as David 
did. Our thoughts ſhou'd fix upon him, 
upon what he is in himſelf, upon what he 
is in Chriſt, upon what a terrible God he 
is to finners out of Chriſt, upon what a 
kind and gracious God he is, and has pro- 
miſed to be to the true believer in him, 
and upon the various obligations we are 
| under 


YT WF << -. _ . nw. AS. a. Mos. Th. AS. ha. "bd 


1 


(14) 
under to him, and the high expectations 
we may have from him thro' a redeemer. 
Here is room for our thoughts to enlarge 
and improve in their recollections with the 
utmoit advantage. 


3. It includes faith, and truſt in God 
thro Chriſt. 15 - 


Thus it is uſed for truſt or dependance 
Pfal. xx. 7. by the pſalmiſt, Some truſt in chariots, and 
ſome in horſes ; but we will remember, i. e. 


fal. l. Accordingly he ſays at another time, They 


10 that know thy name will put their truſt in 

- thee ; for thou, Lord, haſt not forſaken them 

that ſeek thee. That knowledge and re- 

membrance of God, that don't bring over 

the heart to approve of him, and to truſt 

in him, is but an empty notion, and will 

_ our fin inſtead of faving our 
— 


Doth ſin preſs hard upon the conſcience, 
and ſtare us in the face, that we know not 
how to bear the thoughts of appearing be- 
fore God in judgment? We ſhou'd re- 
Pal. cxx, member, that there is forgiveneſs with him 


v. that he may be feared, and that with him 


there is plenteous redemption ; and ſhou'd 
betake ourſelves to his grace in Chriſt for 
pardon and ſal vation. Are our — caſt 
SOD own 


( 15) 
down within us? we ſhou'd remember 
the Lord for our relief, with humble con- 
fidence in him, according to the gracious 
diſcoveries he has made of himſelf to 


us, as David 7 1 J 8, Why art chen rel di. 


caſt down, O and why art thou 5» 6. 
diſquieted 3 me ? hope — in God, 
for I ſhall yet praiſe bim for the help of his 
countenance. O my God, my ſoul is caſt 
down within me ; therefore will J remember 
thee from the land of Jordan, &c. | 


Whatever ſollicitations we may feel un- 
to fin, whatſoever fears and diſcourage- 
ments we may be under in ourſelves, and 
whatever difficult duties we are called to, 
we ſhou'd remember Chriſt's grace is ſu : 2 Cor *. 

cient for us, and his firength is made 4 
fect in weakneſs ; and ſhou'd depend on hi i 
for ſeaſonable help. Whatſoever diſtreſſes 
may befal us, and whatſoever diſappoint- 
ments we may meet with, we ſhou d re- 
member the name of the Lord is 4 ftrong -—_ rvüi. 

tower, and thither the righteous run, and pfl. 
are ſafe. We ſhou'd caſt our burdens upon 22 
him, that he may ſuſtain us; and caſt our * rer. v. 7. 
cares on him, as one that careth for us. 


ly. 


4 It includes delight and pleaſure i in bim. 


In this ſenſe the expreſſion is uſed by 
the church, ſaying, We will be glad and Cant. i. 4. 
rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love 


more 


(16) 

more than wine. And thus David remem- 

Pal. civ. bred God, ſaying, My meditation of him 
** ſhall be fweet : I will be glad in the Lard. 
And how precious are thy thoughts to me 


I fhou'd count them, they are more in num- 
ber than the ſands; when I awake, I am 
fill with thee. God's numberleſs thoughts 
of love and kindneſs were exceeding de- 
lightful to him in all his reflections upon 
them. He is the maſt amiable of all ob- 
jects, and there is the nobleſt pleaſure to be 
found in communion with him. It ſhou'd 
always be our choice and our delight to con- 
verſe with him in Chriſt; and in all the 
ities and uneafinefſes of our minds 


we thou'dthink of his power to help us, of 


his love and grace, and of his covenant 


quiet and comfort us. In this way the 

Pfal. xciv. pſalmiſt found his ſolace : When I ſaid my 

n 1 mercy 2 2 2 held me 
ap. Jn the multitude boughts within 

me, thy c s licks my 22 And this 
was the ſupport and comfort of the church, 
when her ſpirits were almoſt ſunk with 
ſorrows, Lam. Iii. 15— 27. 


. includes obedience to him. 


Plat. xii Thus it is ſaid, All the ends of the a 
27 ſhall remember, and turn unto the Lord; 


Hip 


me, 


O God ? how great is the ſum of them? If 


engagements to them that truſt in him, to 


and all the kindred; of the nations ſball wor- 


„ 6 AQ Ot = » 29 .. | 


| (17) 

ſhip before thee. And to work righteoufe Ila. liv; 
neſs, and remember God in his ways, are 
uſed as terms of the ſame import. In this 
manner David remembred the name of the Pf. cxix. 


i Lord, and kept bis law. On the other 5 


hand, the wicked that ſhall be turned into Pf. ix. 17; 
bell, are ſaid to forget God. While they 

go on in their iniquities, purſuing divers 

luſts and pleaſures, they forſake the Lord, 

they caſt his commands behind their backs, 

| they forget his authority, and their obliga- 
tions, nis terrors and his grace. 


But the foul that remembers God a- 
right, would be for him and for no o- 
ther : When it is conſcious of fin, it re- 


pents, and bewails it before God, and re- 


turns to him thro' Chriſt for pardon and 
recovery; and when it is tempted to fin, _. 
it ſays with TFoſeph, How can I do this, 
great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? It 
fears God, and is thereby reſtrained from 
evil, as Nehemiah was, Nebem. v. 15. It 

liſtens after the will of the Lord, faying 
with Saul, in his way to Damaſcus, What AR. is. c. 
wilt thou have me to do? It delights in 
the way of his ſtatutes. It remembers his Pc. ciũ. 18. 


l commandments to do them. It makes them 


the ſubject of its thoughts, and the rule 

of its conduct; and left it ſhou'd err 

from his precepts, and thereby diſhonour 
his name, and bring confuſion * 2 
C | elt, 


618) 
ſelf, it looks to him for guidance and 
aſſiſtance to carry it on in his way. 
Pf. baxvi. Hence ſaid the Pſalmiſt, Teach me thy 


| 2 way, O Lord, I will walk in thy truth: 


30, 11. wnite my heart to fear thy name. And 


cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould 
walk, for I lift up my ſoul unto thee. 
Teach me to do thy will, for thou art m 
God : thy ſpirit is good, lead me into th 


land of uprightneſs. Quicken me, O Lord, 


For thy name's ſake, cc. 
_ Having thus briefly conſidered what it 


is to remember God, according to the difſ- | 
coveries he has made of himſelf to us, 


4 


II. Enter into ſome conſiderations, which 


our text and context may ſuggeſt, to enforce 


this remembrance of him now, and parti- 


cularly on young people. And oh that God 


would ſet them home upon your hearts 
look to him for a faving application.” 


1. Confider God will bring you into 
Judgment. | 1 


Voung people are reminded of chis in 


the next verſe but one before our text. 
Keel. xi. 9: Rejo:ce O young man in thy youth. 
But know thou that for all theſe * 


r Kr.. o' has 


„7. — LL 9 


(699 
God will bring thee into judgment. And he 
that knows this, ſhou'd ſurely think it the 
moſt important concern of all others to re- 
member God now in the days of his youth. 
Great and ſmall, young and old, muſt be 


brought before him into judgment. And 


thou who art not too young to ſin, and 
to know that thou art a ſinner, certainly 
art not too young to be judged, con- 
demned, and puniſhed for thy ſins. If 
you don't regard God here, he will not 


regard you hereafter. If you forget bim, PL. l. 22. 
bell tear you in pieces, when there will 
be none to deliver. If you caft off his 
fear, refuſe his counſel, go on in fin, and 
reject his Chriſt, and the way of falvation 
_ thro' him, God will call thee to a ſtrict 


and ſevere account for it; and this ſer- 
mon, as well as all the other means of 
grace thou haſt ſlighred, will riſe up 
and witneſs againſt thee in the day of 
his awful judgment. And oh how dread- 
ful will it be, if thou ſhouldſt be found 
an impenitent, unbelieving, Chriſtleſs ſin- 
ner at his bar! Twould be ſuperfluous to 


add more on this head, having purſued it 


at large in a former diſcourſe *. 


But there is hope in Chriſt for thee with 
relation to that judgment, if now thy 
heart is engaged to remember God accor- 

| C 2 ding 


Jas the ſermon on Eecleſ. zi. 9. preached Dec. 23. 1728. 
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how to endure the ſorrows of every kind 


(20) 
ding to goſpel-diſcoveries of him, and is 
opened to attend to the things that are this 


day ſpoken to thee from the Lord. If now 


in thy youth, thy ſoul is inclined to wiſ- 
dom, and thou art enabled fo to remem- 
ber God, as under a ſenſe of thy guilt and 
danger, to ſeek his favour in Chriſt, to be- 
lieve in him for the remiſſion of thy fins, 
and to turn from them to God thro' him, 
thou ſhalt ſtand in judgment : None of 
thine iniquities ſhall be remembered againſt 
thee ; thy judge will be thy friend ; thou 
ſhalt appear with boldneſs before him, and 


be adjudged to eternal life. Oh then, as 


ever thou wouldſt lift up thine head with 


joy in the great day of account, remember 
no thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 


2. Conſider this is the only way to * 
move ſorrow from thy heart, and to put a- 


way evil from thy fleſh. 


This was ſpoken of in the beginning of 
the verſe before our text. Young people 
are very apt to bring uneaſineſſes upon 


themſelves by their own fin and folly, and 
then to be impatient under the miſchiefs, 


which are the fruit of their own doings. 
They fin much, and can bear but little: 
Their paſſions are turbulent and tender: 
They can't govern them, and can't tell 


ay 


a). 
they thereby entail upon themſelves. Their 
youthful fleſhly luſts war againſt their ſouls, 
and the members of their bodies are made 


inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs. The evil 
of fin reigns in them; and the evil of diſ- 
eaſes, of death and deſtruction become 
their puniſhments. Oh how many are the 
ſorrows, and how ruinous are the evils, 
that the fin and folly of youth expoſe 
them to! What miſeries and diſquietudes 
mingle with their pleaſures, and what bit- 
terneſs is there in their end! While they 
forget God, all theſe evils grow upon them, 

and their dangers grow with them: They 
| have no principles ſufficient to remove 
theſe ſorrows, or to put theſe evils away 
from them in this life; and have nothing 
to ſecure them againſt their dreadful effects 
and conſequences in that which is to 


But a remembrance of God in Chriſt, 
according to the goſpel-revelation of him, 
is, by his grace, a happy and effectual means 
to remove all this ſorrow from thine heart, 
O young man or woman, and to put away 
all this evil from thy fleſh. This will 
prevent much fin and ſorrow, as it leads 
thee to the blood of Chriſt for the pardon 


of thy fins, to a fund of ſtrength and 


grace in him to enable thee to depart from 
them, and to the ſtrongeſt motives and 
rs obliga- 


the management of thy covenant God and 


(22) 


obligations to have no 2 fellowſhi 
with them, bur to yield th y ſelf to 
And with this removal of thy fins, thy 
forrows will flee away. Here thou mayſt 
find nobler pleaſures than ever were taſted 
in the ways of fin: Here thy paſſions may 
be calmed and regulated: Here all the 
faculties of thy ſoul, and all the members 
of thy body, may be ſanctified and poſſeſ- 
ſed with honour : Here thy guilty con- 
_ ſcience from works 
t 2 wing God: Here ſome na- 


all judicial puniſhment of fin may 
Here thy ſpirit will be 
fortified to bear with 


flictions of life, that may befall thee under 


Father: And here thou wilt find a ſecurity 


againſt the fting of death, and againſt 
an eternal hell; and an open paſſage 
to immortal bleſſedneſs and glory. Oh 


then remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth ! 


3. Confider childhood and you are Va- 


mi. 


This is mentioned in the words immedi- 
ately preceding our text.V is there made 
a fort of 8 of childhood an 
youth, as if it were a diſtinguiſhing vice 
* * tender age; Young people have 

| a 


patience other a 


( 23) 
2 natural levity of ſpirit, they want a 
ballaſt to poize them, to ſecure and make 
them uſeful. They pleaſe themſelves with 
ſhadows inſtead of real ſubſtance : They 
don't diſcern the things that differ : They 
miſplace their _ and their affecti- 
ons upon objects, that give an agreeable 
. ſenſes, wh the _ inati- 
on, inſtead of turning them to thoſe 
approve themſelves to judgment and con- 
ſcience : They act under preſent impreſſi- 
ons, and don't weigh the conſequences of 
their conduct: They trifle in things that 
are moſt ſerious and important, and lay 
out all their vigour and activity in things 
that are trifling and injurious. They are 
naturally prone to finful vanity, and while 
they indulge themſelves in that, all their 
views and attainments are unprofitable va- 


* 


nity. They wall in a vain ſhew ; they Pl. xxxix. 


liſt up their ſouls to vanity ; they conceive 


6. 


* ther 33 
miſchief, and bring forth vanity; they aud iv. 
love it, they truſt in it, and weary = Job _. 
ſelves for very vamty. Their pride and 10 32 


pleaſures, their honours and enjoyments 13. 
are vain and empty things; they are all 
uncertain and unfatisfying, all periſh- 
ing, hurtful, and „ they [> 
trifling impertinencies; they are not 

— 1 to be; there is nothing in 
them; and all that comes of them is 
vanity. And of all the vanities, that 


— — * ** 
= 


„ 
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(24). 
attend childhood and youth, there is 


ter, for ſinfulneſs and unprofita- 
„than forgetfulneſs of God. This 


none 


ſums up all the reſt, is fundamental 


to it, and involves them in it. And 
none of their vanity can be effectually 


cured, till they come to remember God 
et. baiii, ſo as to return to him; for they that are 


n. far from him muſt periſh. 


But a remembrance of God, in the way 
that has been mentioned, will remove the 
| vanity of childhood and youth. This will 
late your choice ; this will raiſe your views, 
and bring you acquainted with one, who 


| Prov. viii. cauſes them that love him to inherit ſubſtance. 


21. This will make you ſubſtantially wiſe and 
good, ſubſtantially honourable and happy, 

all things elſe whatſoever. Hence 
Jer. ix. 23, fays God, by the prophet, Let not the wiſe 


24 man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the 


mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches : But let him 


that glorieth, glory in this, that he under- 


ment, and righteouſneſs in the earth; for in 
1 Cor. i. 


— 5 new-teſtament language, Let 
29,30, 31. 10 fleſh glory in his preſence ; for of bim are 
n ER. 


fandeth and knoweth me, that I am the | 
Lord, who exerciſe loving kindneſs, judg- 


theſe things 1 delight, ſaith the Lord. Or, 


"EM ICY r Y . . a« 


bo ( 25 ) 
ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto 


us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifica- 
tion, and redemption ; that, according as it 
is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord. 


And as young minds are moſt liable to 
every kind of vanity, or to be vain in every 
thing, it ſhou'd be a ſpecial caution to 
them, to take heed that they are not 
. caught inthe dangerous ſnare, but that they 
remember God in order to their eſcaping 
it, or to their recovery from it. The time 
of youth is uſually the making or marring 
time, for this world and the next. If you 
continue vain thro' all the days of your 
youth, you are never like, without won- 
derful grace, to be otherwiſe. Oh then 
remember now thy creator, in the days of thy 
youth. | 


4. Conſider tis your Creator that de- 
mands your remembrance of him. 


He may be mentioned under that 
character in our text, tho not to confine 
your remembrance to that ſingle notion 
of God; yet to enforce the duty of re- 
membring him from that 2 conſide- 
ration of him. Whom ſhou'd you re- 
member, if not the God that made you, 
that preſerves and upholds you, and has 

D been 


6. 


4186) 
been a kind and conſtant benefactor to load 
you with his benefits; the God to whom 
you owe your all, and upon whom you 


depend for every thing ; the God in whoſe 


hands your very beings, and all your con- 
cerns are, who is able to fave or to deſtroy 


you, to keep you alive or to kill you, to 


make you happy or miſerable, in this world 
and for ever ? His creative authority ad- 


mits of no diſpute ; his glory muſt be ſu- 


preme ; his right to all your higheſt re- 


Pal. xcv, gards muſt be uncontroulable. Oh come 


et us worſhip and bow down, let us kneel be- 


fore the Lord our maker, Let us pay him 


all poſſible homage. 


Who can be worthy of your remem 
brance, if the God of uncreated infinite 
perfections, and the God of all creating 


powers, is not ſo? Whom can it be fo 


much your honour to remember as him, 
according to the diſcoveries he hath made 


of himſelf, in the works of nature, and of 
grace, for your duty and happineſs, and 
for his own and his Son's glory? Who can 


have fo rightful and endearing a claim to 


your Lo ay” meditations on him, faith 


and 


„delight and pleaſure in him, 


and obedience to him, as God your Crea- 
tor, who has likewiſe condeſcended to 
make himſelf known under farther cha- 
rafters of mercy and grace thro' a re- 

r 


| CW} | | 
deemer, and who has done this in a way 
moſt ſuitable to your ſinful fallen ſtate, to 
invite and encourage, affiſt and own your 
remembrance of him? What good may 
you not hope for thro' Chriſt, and on his 
„ account, in the way of theſe religious re- 
gards to the great God that made you? 
And what evil may you not expect from 
his juſt reſentment and indignation, if you 
go on to forget him? Who can be your 
I q friend, if he is your enemy ? Or who can 
„make you miſerable, if the creator and 
governor of yourſelves, and of all perſons 
and cauſes whatſoever, will make you 
happy? If this God be for you, who can Rom. vill. 
be againſt you ? But if he ſpeaks trouble, 
who is able to ſpeak peace? When he Job xxxiv. 
giveth quietneſs, who then can make trou- 3. 
ble? And when he hideth his face, who 
then can behold bim? whether it be done | 
againſt a nation, or againſi a man only. | 
Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto God, I | 
have borne 1 J will not offend 
any more. That which I ſee not, teach 
| thou me; if I have done iniquity, I will 
do no more. Oh then remember now thy 


Creator in the days of thy youth. 


8 Confider that now, in the days of your 
youth, is the ſeaſon in which he demands 
this remembrance of him. 


ov ”Y > _ (WF. yo” 
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(25) 


Remember him now, ſays our text: Now, 
without delay; now, without putting it 
off one day, or one moment longer; nom, 
whilſt he ſpeaks to you; now, while there 

is a mediator to recommend you to his 
favour; now, while you have opportu- 
nities and gracious promiſes of affiſtance 
for it ; now, while you find any movings 

in your hearts towards it; and now, while 
there is room to hope his grace ap- 
proaches thee in Chriſt, whilſt he awa- 
kens thy attention to him, convinces 
thee of thy neglects of him, of thy duty 

to him, of thy happineſs or miſery in 
his favour or in his wrath, and whilſt. 
he ſhews thee the grounds of thy ac 

2 Cor. vi. tance with him in the beloved. Behold, 
Don now is the accepted time, now is the day of 
Heb. iii. ſalvation. And to day, ye will hear 
72% his voice, harden not your hearts. Now, 
whatever your age, your ſtation, or your 
circumſtances in life may be, remember thy 
Creator now. And in a very ſpecial man- 
ner, if you are yet in the bloom of your 
days, in the tender age of life, remember 
bim now in the days of your youth : The 
ſooner, the better; it can't be too ſoon, 
but quickly may be too late. The ſooner 
you remember him, the more time you 
will have in this world to glorify and 
delight in him, to taſte the pleaſures, to 
be | a 1—— 


TT 
live the glories, and promote the inte- 
reſts of — ; the more likely it will 
be that you ſhall find acceptance in it, the 
fitter you will be for it, and the better 
wrought and formed for the inheritance 


" 


of the ſaints in light. 


Now, in your youth, all the wit and 
ſprightlineſs of your thoughts are in their 
vigour, their enticing objects ſpread nu- 
merous ſnares and dangers all around you, 
and their daring fallies inconſiderately ruſh 
into them: And how can they be better 
or be turned to better account, 

than by ſolemn thoughts of God as made 


known in his word? Wherewith ſhall à Pfal. cxix. | 
young man cleanſe his way? By taking heed ® 


| thereto, according to thy word. Now, in 
the days of your youth, the animal ſpirits 
are quick and lively: And how can they 


be better employed, than in fervent ſer- 


ving the Lord? Now, in the days of 
your youth, your underſtandings are ca- 
pable of great improvements: And how 
can they be better uſed, than in ſearching 
into the great things of God ? Now, in 
the days of your youth, your memories 
are ſtrong and tenacious : And what better 

ſtores can they have, than the divine trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge? Now, 
in the days of your youth, your affections 
are warm and active: And what ſo noble 


for 


(30) 1 
as God and Chriſt, and 


for their objects, 


che things that are above? Now, in the 


days of your youth, your time and thoughts 


are leſs incumber d with other things: And 


what can be ſo deſirable to fill up their 
vacancies, as the knowledge and ſervice of 


God in Chriſt? And now, in the days of 


Rom. xii. 


your youth, your bodies are in their grow- 
ing ſtrength and vigour : And when can 
they be ſo fitly preſented to the Lord, for 
a living ſacrifice, haly and acceptable to 
bim? Is not this now your reaſonable ſer- 
vice? How excellent and beautiful are 
all theſe natural advantages of y 


when ſanctified by the grace of God! 


And what pity is it, that they ſhou'd be 
ſpent in the ſervice of fin, to the diſho- 
nour of his name, to the injury of others, 


and to your own deſtruction! Oh then 


remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth. MY 


6. And laſtly, Conſider that if you pals 
the time of youth without remembring him, 

you may never have another, and never wil! 
have ſo fit an one afterwards for it. 


This conſideration is urged at length 


in the cloſe of the verſe where our text is, 


and ſo on to the ſeventh verſe. Remember 


now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the — 
rau 


(31) 

drow nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
no pleaſure in them.—— Then ſhall the 
duſt return to the earth as it was; and 
the ſpirit ſhall return unto God, who gave 
it. The ſum of the argument which is 
_— theſe, and the intermediate 
_ verſes, with a great variety of ſtrong and 
beautiful metaphors, is this: 2 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, before the days of ſickneſs, old 
age, and death come. The two firſt of 
theſe will be very unfit ſeaſons for this 
work; and the laſt will put an utter end 
to all opportunities for it. Are none of 
theſe evil days yet come upon you, who 
are ſtill in your health and youth? Re- 
member thy Creator now ; for all theſe evil 
days draw nigh unto thee. Sickneſs and 
death may be juſt at the door, young 
and healthful as thou art. They may be 
nearer than thou art aware; and oh what 
evil days will they be to thee, if they 
come upon thee while thou art far from 


God, out of Chriſt, unmindful of him, 


eſtranged from him, and at enmity with 
n 


If fickneſs meet thee in this ſtate, 
the remembrance of God will be very 
dreadful to thee then, Have none of 
ou ever found it ſo when you have 
to hd on bots of hk, _ 


(32) 
hath ſtared you in the face ? Haſt thou 


never known a time when thy fleſh 
and heart were failing together ? Haſt 
thou never, in the near views of eter- 


| nity, trembled at the thoughts of lanch- 


into a dark and unknown world, and 
of being immediately called to anſwer 
for all thy fins, before the great judge 


of the univerſe ? Oh what wouldſt thou 
have given for an intereſt in Chriſt, for 


reconciliation with God, and a fecurity 


for heaven then! Such awful days, firs, 
will certainly come again; they will 


come and do the work, which thou 
then wert only afraid of; and thou ſhalt ne- 
ver return back from them to life any more. 


But ſuppoſing thou never haſt hi- 


therto known what it is to be under 
fickneſs, and to have a ſentence of death 
within thy ſelf; yet the fick and dy- 
ing time will ſoon be thine. God only 
knows how ſoon. And oh how wilt 


thou lament and bewail it, that thou 


forgotteſt him till then! What terror 


id amazement ; what guilt, and fear, 
and anguiſh of heart, will every thought 


of God almighty, of an incenſed, righ- 
teous, holy, fin-av 


enging God, be at- 
tended with then! How will thy con- 
ſcience then throb within, and reproach 
thee for thy ſin and folly, in _—_— 
him all the days of thy youth and 
| health 


5 the 
the 


or hope for ever ; to remember 
God with amazing dread in another 


world, whom thou never wouldſt re- 


member with delight in this; and gone, 
to remember all thy former forgetful- 
neſs of him, and to feel his fiery in- 
dignation for it. Oh remember God, 


according to the gracious diſcoveries he 


bas made of himſelf in Chriſt now, be- 


de ches evil days come upon you. 


E Bur 


. 

But perhaps thou flattereſt thy ſelf 
with the hopes of long life, and there- 
fore thinkeſt it time enough to remem- 
ber God many years hence. Well, let 
us for once make the uncertain ſuppo- 
ſition. Admit that ſickneſs ſhould not 
break thy conftitution, and death ſhould 
not cut off thy life in the days of thy 
youth ; yet the evil days of old age, 
with all its attending infirmities, will 
unavoidably creep upon thee; and all 
thou canſt pretend to offer to God then, 
will be but a weak and withered, a 

dull and lifeleſs, a lame and blind ſacri- 
fice. And is that all you would give to 
God in the remembrance of him ? How 
baſe and ungrateful, how unreaſonable 
and provoking is this! how canſt thou 
expect he will accept it at thy hands, 
who wouldſt not conſent that he ſhould 
have it till it was good for juſt nothing 
at all? Is this dealing with him like 
a God; or with thy ſelf like a rational 
creature? Or is it depending on the Me- 
diator in a way ſuitable to his deſign, 


who came to ſave his people from their | 


ſins, that he might deliver them from the 
wrath to come ? 


Oh then now, before any of theſe evil 
days draw nigh ; now, whilſt thou art in 


thine health and youth, in the ſtrength 


(35) 


and vigour of thine age; remember now 


thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 


Remember how thou haſt ſinned againſt 


him, and what obligations thou art un- 
der to return to him : Remember with 


| what repenting, ſelf-abaſing ſorrows of 


heart thou ſhouldſt do it for all thine 
iniquities, and all thy neglects of God, 
and his Chriſt hitherto : Remember the 
neceſſity and advantage of thy return to 


him, thro' an atoning and interceding 


Mediator: Remember what rich encou- 
ragements he has given thee in Chriſt 
to it by the goſpel : Remember what grace 


is with him, to enable thee to come to 


him: And remember to ſeek his favour 

in the beloved, with a dependance on 
that grace, and in hopes of his mercy. 
Let him be often in thy thoughts: Let 


thy ſoul make out to him thro' Chriſt, 


in a way of faith and truſt in him, till 


thou findeſt thou canſt remember him 


with delight, and art enabled to hope, 


with humble confidence in him, and to 
yield up thy ſelf to him, as his obedient 


ſervant all thy days. May God himſelf 
incline and enable thee, by his ſpirit and 
grace, thus to remember him now in the 


days of thy youth. 


F INT. 


